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SUBJECT: ARABS, PLO AND ISRAEL IN ILO 

REF: STATE 012808 

1. IN DISCUSSION ON PLO OBSERVER STATUS QUESTION UNDER ILO 
GOVERNING BODY (GB) CONSIDERATION, LABOR DEPUTY VICE 
MIN. AKIRA NAKAHARA TOLD LAB ATT RUMOR CIRCULATING IN JAPANESE 
TRADE UNION CIRCLES THAT ARABS WILL LAUNCH EEEORT TO OUST 
ISRAEL EROM ILO AT EEBRUARY GB MEETING. STORY REPORTEDLY 
TOLD DOMEI LEADERS BY AN ICFTU OEEICIAL - EITHER 
MACDONALD OR VANDERVECKEN NOW IN TOKYO TO ATTEND 
DOMEI'S TENTH ANNIVERSARY CONVENTION. WE ARE CHECKING OUT 
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STORY WITH THEM JANUARY 23. 
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2. NAKATARA DECLINED TO ANSWER QUESTION CONTAINED IN REFTEL 
AS OUTSIDE COMPETENCE OF LABOR MINISTRY AND REFERRED 
LAB ATT TO DIRECTOR ISHIOKA, SPECIAL AGENCIES DIVISION, UN 
BUREAU, MOFA. APPOINTMENT JANUARY 24. NAKAHARA, WHO IS 
ALTERNATE GO! MEMBER ON GB, SAID AMB TSURUMI, TAKING OVER 
FROM AMB KITAHARA IN GENEVA, WAS STILL IN TOKYO BUT EXPECTED 
TO ARRIVE GENEVA BEFORE GB FEBRUARY MEETING. 

HODGSON 
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